
 

 

How can I help my child? 
What is expected of them? 
 
The two questions above are often asked by 
parents when they learn of a child’s struggle 
with learning a skill, attending, following rules, 
completing homework, academic skills, 
reading levels, etc.  Part of our school focus 
at Lake Shore is to support the parents of our 
students to ensure that they understand the 
expectations we have under Common Core 
Standards, what we are doing as a staff to 
engage students, and things they can do to 
help their child(ren) be successful. In the fall 
we held a Reading Night filled with activities 
to engage children in learning reading skills 
and this Thursday, March 7th,from 6:30-8:00 
we will continue to educate parents by 
Springing into the Arts.  Parents will 
participate in various activities with our 
Cultural Arts teachers to gain a better 
understanding of the use of movement, 
singing, fine arts, etc. for engaging students 
in learning. We hope that you will join us for 
an evening of fun!!  
Math, the subject where I really struggle to 
support my child because I just don’t get why 
they have to do it that way!   We have a 
solution for that too…Math Night at Lake 
Shore.  Math Night will be held on Tuesday, 
March 19th from 6:00-7:30.  Student and 
parents will be able to engage in fun and 
motivating math activities to inspire creativity 
at home. There will also be activities for you 
to take home and enjoy with your family while 
reinforcing mathematical thinking. Finally, 
there will be a computer session to show you 
what your child is doing on First in Math. 
Further information to follow. 

Purse Bingo 
PTA 
 

I would like to take the time to give a 
special thank you to our PTA Executive 
Team and specifically those who chaired 
the Bingo Night.  There were beautiful 
designer purses to choose from and while 
some of us did not leave with new bags, 
we had an enjoyable evening out.  It is 
important that everyone in attendance 
understands how much their participation 
is appreciated by the students and staff of 
Lake Shore Elementary. There was over 
$7,000 generated from this event that will 
be used to purchase more student 
computers.  Thank you to all !!!        
 

                           

 

Lake Shore Elementary 
 

March Newsletter 
Julie Little-McVearry 

American Heart Association 
Kids Heart Challenge Event 
 
Once again this year, Lake Shore 
Elementary School partnered with the 
American Heart Association to raise funds 
to fight heart disease and related illness.  
Rather than having students jump rope, all 
students participated in an obstacle 
course modeled after the circulatory 
system.  On behalf of the Heart 
Association and those impacted by a 
stroke, a heart attack, etc. We thank you 
for contributing to the $12,159 raised!!!   

Julie Little-McVearry 



☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

         Counselor’s Corner  - Ms. Philip        

➢ Character Education:                                                                                                      

Our value for the month of March is INDIVIDUALITY. 

Individuality is “Discovering who you are and meant to be so you can make a difference.”                   

Please encourage your children to show INDIVIDUALITY by:     

• contributing their talents to learning w/their class, especially when working in 

groups. 

• being a leader in treating others the way they want to be treated. 

• listening to the opinions of their classmates and accepting differences in others. 

• inventing a new greeting for Morning Meeting. 

Each day on the ride to practice or at the dinner table, ask your child what she or he did 

to show individuality.  We are looking for these character traits to honor students as our 

“Lions- of-the-Quarter”! 

        March 25, 2019 is MARYLAND DAY! 

Maryland Day commemorates the day the first settlers arrived in 

Maryland, March 25, 1634, from the two small sailing ships- The 

Ark & The Dove. Celebrated Maryland’s birthday at cultural heretige 

and environmental locations throughout Anne Arundel County. 

These weekend events will take place during March 29-31st. There are OVER 40 EVENTS 

that are FREE or only $1.  For more information visit www.marylandday.org then get out there 

and show your Maryland pride with some epic fun!  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                       Kids in College? 

Did you know that Anne Arundel Community College offers many different programs for children?  

Is your child interested in Science or Art or Cooking or….? Some offerings take place on only one day 

while other classes take place weekly for several session. Go to this website and look at their spring 

brochure.  Classes are beginning again in March.  http://www.aacc.edu/kic/ 

While you’re at the website, take a look at their summer brochure.  There are MANY offerings for 

the summer with something for EVERYONE – academics, art, theatre, sports – just to name a few. 

There are nominal fees, however those in need may apply for a scholarship.  

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

http://www.marylandday.org/
http://www.aacc.edu/kic/
http://www.marylandday.org/


From the Reading Office: 

 

Beginning in March, fifth grade students will take the Maryland Integrated Science 

Assessment.  This assessment will allow teachers to find out what their students have learned 

throughout the year in Science. Students will be asked to take assessments on chrome books.  

This assessment will be very similar to the PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness of 

College and Career) assessment.  Third through fifth grade students will take that assessment 

toward the end of April and into May.  This assessment will assess standards in English/ 

Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.  PARCC will also be administered via the laptops and 

chrome books. Using data from this assessment, teachers will determine students’ mastery of 

standards in ELA and Math.  

Many of you are probably curious about what you can do to support your child’s 

academic achievement and positive attitude. First, making sure that your child gets a good 

night’s rest every night is very important.  This will help your child to make gains every day.  

Another way to support your child’s success in testing is to make sure that your child has a good 

breakfast every day.  This could be a breakfast at home or even one purchased at school. 

Finally, encouraging your child to persevere when a task gets tough will help your child.  Often, 

we want to help our child at the beginning of their struggle.  This “Productive Struggle” will help 

your child overcome many challenges.  These good, daily practices will help your child to do 

their best during all school days, not just during testing.  

Below are some sites which will offer you more information about MISA and PARCC: 

• MISA: https://www.aacps.org/Page/6792 

• PARCC: https://parcc-assessment.org/parent-resources/ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/6792
https://parcc-assessment.org/parent-resources/


  Music Notes   

Did you know? 

Multiple studies indicate that early music instruction is linked to significant improvements in spatial reasoning.- 

Journal of Aesthetic Education, 2000 

 

Upcoming events:  

Spring Into The Arts is scheduled for Thursday, March 7, 2019. This event showcases many of the different art 

forms used throughout our school every day, but it presented for families to share and enjoy together. Stay tuned 

for more information. 

 

Our Spring Concert is scheduled for Wednesday, May 29, 2019. This is our opportunity to show off all of the 

hard work we have put in to our instruments and voices all year long. Stay tuned for more information. 

 

Music In Our Schools Month The month of March is a nationally recognized time to acknowledge how 

important music is to our schools and communities. How often does your family hear music? What would certain 

parts of your life be like without music? Why does each member of the family prefer the songs or styles of music 

that they do? We will also make a note of how much music is in our schools by wearing our Music t-shirts each 

Wednesday of the month. Please help your Chorus, Band, or Orchestra student remember to wear their Musicians’ 

Pride T-shirts each of the Wednesdays in March. 

 

PARCC & Instruments: Instrumental lessons WILL be held during the weeks of PARCC testing. These classes 

WILL NOT take place during testing times. Please help your children remember their instruments for school on 

their regular lesson days. 

 

Fun Fingering Practice! There are several websites that offer instrumental students a way to practice fingerings 

for their notes and get immediate feedback through a "game" type of interface. 

Flutes go to: www.flutetrainer.com 

Clarinets try: www.clarinettrainer.com 

Saxophones check out: http://www.saxtrainer.musickramer.com/ 

All brass students go to: http://classic.musictheory.net/86 Click on "Set Instrument," and choose yours. Then 

click on "Set Instrument" again and go! If a note comes up that you do not know yet, click on "New Note." 

Strings Check out: http://www.emusictheory.com/practice.html You DO NOT need to log in. Just click on your 

instrument from the list halfway down the page. Read the instructions and have fun! 

 

Instrument Storage: We still have some cold weather in store. Please keep in mind that exposure to cold or damp 

air can damage any instrument. Proper storage will help ensure that your child’s instrument remains in good 

working order. 

 

Extra Credit: Students, are you looking for some practice time extra credit? Try attending some free band or 

string concerts and bringing back the program. Be able to tell Mrs. Dickinson what your favorite song was and 

why to get a free practice sticker! 

Looking for a concert to attend? There are many opportunities at the local community college. Supporting our 

High School and Middle School ensembles by attending their events is also great concert experience and can be 

used for extra credit!  

 

Recorder Karate: Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades have started our recorder unit and are working their way 

through recorder karate. Students earn a colored belt for each song that they perform. Ask your child what color 

they are on and when you are in the building stop by and check out our display outside the music room! The 4th 

& 5th grade Band/ Strings students are also working on a new karate program as well. Feel free to check with 

those musicians on their progress there too. 

http://blackboard.aacps.org/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
http://www.flutetrainer.com/
http://www.clarinettrainer.com/
http://www.saxtrainer.musickramer.com/
http://classic.musictheory.net/86
http://www.emusictheory.com/practice.html


Art News 
 
  
The month of March is Youth ART Month, and it is a busy month for the art room. This year, once again our 
school along with several area elementary schools featured student work at the Mountain Road branch of the 
public library. Work from lots of students in all grade levels will be on display for the whole month. In addition, 
exhibiting artists and their families and friends will be invited to a special reception to honor them. Of course, 
everyone is encouraged to stop by the library and see all of the fabulous work for themselves, and while you 
are there, don’t forget to check out a book! 
  
Congratulations to all of you! 

 

        
 
Thank you to everyone who supported BINGO! We were able to raise over $7000.00 with your support.  Profits from 
BINGO will be used to purchase chrome books for the classrooms. 
 
Save the date: 
Spring Fest – May 11 from 9am -1pm – come join us for games, food, crafts, and a yard sale!  More information will be 
coming out soon! 
 
If you are interested in helping out – the committee meeting is March 13 at 5:00 pm in the media center.  Please contact 
Kristen with any question at lakeshoreptap@gmail.com 
 
 

               

Kindergarten Registration begins April 3rd 

A child must be registered for Kindergarten if they are 5 years of Age as of September 1st.     

You will need to bring the following documents with you when you register your child: 

• Child’s birth certificate 

• A copy of your child’s immunization record 

• Proof of residency 

o Lease or mortgage document, along with one additional document with the same address 

such as: 

▪ Current utility or phone bill 

▪ Income tax of property tax notice 

▪ A notarized Tenant Verification Form (available at the school office or on-line at 

aacps.org, under elementary school - drop down to Lake Shore Elementary, click on 

“Registration for new and transferring students”)  This form is used if you do not 

have a lease or mortgage statement and you are living in the home of another 

family). 

mailto:lakeshoreptap@gmail.com


Out of Area Requests 

 

Out of Area Request forms for school year 2019/2020 are being accepted from  

March 1 – May 1, 2019.  An out of area request form must be submitted for each school year.  If a 

request is being made due to daycare then it is mandatory that a Day Care Verification Form accompany 

the request.  The Out of Area Request form and The Day Care Verification Form can be found at 

www.aacps.org.  Then click on out of area link.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Clippers: 
  
 
Please make sure your name, teacher’s name and grade is on your submission.   Due to the time it takes 
to sort the submissions by grade, all submission should be placed in the pink box top box in the lobby 
the day before the drawing.  Any submission entered the day of the drawing will be entered in the next 
drawing. 
 
Thank you for clipping and good luck!  If you have any questions, please visit  www.boxtops4education.com  

 
 

 

Note: 

 

❖ If you child currently attends school as an out-of-area student, your child may continue to 

attend the school as an out-of-area transfer as long as the conditions of approval are met and 

your child is not riding an AACPS bus to and from the school.  

 

❖ New Out-of-Area day care requests will be approved only with a documented hardship.  

Documented hardships include: 

o Participation in witness protection 

o Protective orders 

o Pending foreclosures 

o Serious illness of a parent or other unusual and extraordinary circumstances 

 

❖ What about siblings:  Siblings are treated separately.  You will need to provide documentation 

of a hardship.   

❖ Please note transportation is the responsibility of the parent or court appointed guardian.  

Students approved to attend an out of area school may NOT ride an AACPS school bus.  

http://www.aacps.org/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

Kindergarten 

News    
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March 5th-Parent Teacher Conferences (No 

school for students) 

March 7th- Night of the Arts 6:30pm-7:45pm  

March 14th- Spring Pictures 

March 19th-Math Night 6pm-7:30pm 

March 26th- 2 Hour Early Dismissal 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

Home Resources and Activities 

  

Important Reminders 

Here’s what “K” is learning Dates to Remember 
 



First Grade News 
Mrs. Amanda Mays      Mrs. Rachel Miller/ Mrs. Hage    Ms. Lauren Weicht 
     amays@aacps.org                               chage@aacps.org                              lweicht@aacps.org 

 

 

Curriculum Highlights 
Reading/Phonics: 

This month, we will introduce r-controlled vowel 

(er, ir, ur, or and ar) 

 
Why doesn’t my child have a spelling list? 

Instead of memorizing a specific spelling list, we 

teach phonics skills throughout the week.   

Occasionally, we will assess your child’s ability to 

use spelling phonics rules.   Please refer to your 

child’s weekly Word Practice paper for our phonics 

focus for the week.  

 

We have introduced all the red, orange, yellow, 

green, blue and purple words.  Your child will earn a 

bead for their charm necklace once they master 

each rainbow word list. 

 
 

 
Save the Date! 

 
Family Math Night 

Tuesday, March 19th 
6:00-7:30pm 

 
 
In Science/Social Studies we 
will be learning about light.  
Why is light important? What 
are some sources of light?  
How are shadows created? 

 

Pencils, glue sticks and crayons… oh my!  Our 1st 

graders have been very busy this year and have 

used up many of their supplies.  Please think 

about replenishing your child’s supply.  Pencils 

are always appreciated!   

 
In Math, first graders will: 

- add within 100, including adding a two-digit 

number and a one-digit number, and adding 

a two-digit number and a multiple of 10, 

using concrete models or drawings and 

strategies based on place value.  

- use addition and subtraction within 20 to 

solve problems involving adding to, take 

from, comparison. 

- understand the meaning of the equal sign, 

and determine if equations involving addition 

and subtraction are true or false.  

 

mailto:amays@aacps.org
mailto:chage@aacps.org
mailto:lweicht@aacps.org


                 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Grade Newsletter 

Math: 

We are wrapping up our geometry 

unit studying 2D and 3D shapes. 

Students will continue working on 

number concepts including adding 

and subtracting three-digit numbers, 

with and without regrouping. 

Students will use strategies that they 

learned previously when working 

with 2-digit numbers and applying 

them to larger numbers. Students 

are encouraged to use strategies 

that make sense to them, while 

making connections to efficient 

strategies.  

Science: 

You will be seeing a lot of science 
integrated with writing. Students 
will be researching different 
habitats on the computer. They 
will be copying the research into 
a graphic organizer then 
transferring that information into 
complete sentences on their final 
research paper. 

 

English/ Language Arts: 

Some question stems to use when 
asking your students questions 
about the book they are reading: 

-What was the important 
information in this book (This 
should be thorough and 
detailed!) 

-What is the big idea in this 
book? 
-How does this big idea relate to 
your life? 

 

Important Information: 

March 5th- Parent/ teacher 

conferences (school closed for students) 

March 7th- Spring into Arts night! 

March 12th- interims go home 

March 19th- Family Math night 

6:00-7:30 

March 26th- 2-hour early dismissal 



Tales of Third Grade 
Mrs. Rebecca Bowman  Mrs. Jerian Moeller 

 

 
 
 

Tales of Third Grade 
 

Mrs. Rebecca Bowman  Mrs. Jerian Moeller 
 
 

Math Musings 

In March, we continue our studies of 
multiplication and division, and the 
relationship between the two.  The sooner 
your child learns their basic facts, the 
happier and more confident they will be. 
 
A wonderful resource for practicing basic 
facts, problem solving, and a host of other 
math skills is First in Math.  Your third 
grader has a personal user ID and password 
and they can access it from 
www.firstinmath.com.  
 
A fun paper and pencil game to practice 
multiplication is Count the Points.  You can 
use a dice to make it easier, or a deck of 
cards with the face cards removed for more 
of a challenge.  Pick two cards, say a 2 and a 
7.  Draw 2 vertical lines, and 7 horizontal 
lines over top so they make a tic-tac-toe 
board with a lot more lines.  Count the 
points where the lines meet and the result, 
14, is your score. 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reading Recommendations 
 

So many times, our children express 
frustration that they aren’t reading as well 
as they would like.  Please remind them 
that reading is like any other skill worth 
mastering- it takes practice!  No one skips 
soccer practice every week then expects to 
crush it at the game.  If you want to be 
better at reading, then you must make time 
to read!  And just like anything else, the 
more time and effort you put into reading, 
the better and quicker results you’ll see.  
Please encourage your child to spend time 
reading during “down” or “wait” times, 
such as doctor’s offices, waiting for a 
sibling’s practice to be over, or other times 
that you’re tempted to hand them a video 
game to keep them occupied.

 

Final Thoughts 

Our theme for the third quarter is Critical 
Thinking.  Encourage your child to dig 
deeper and give reasons for their opinions 
and answers, even to mundane questions 
such as, “What movie do you want to see?”  
Also encourage them to listen respectfully 
to the opinions of others, and to disagree 
with kindness.  We all need more of that!  

😊 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4
th

 Grade Newsletter 

Math: 

Unit 10: Angle Measurement 

Important concepts: 

- Identify and draw points, line segments, rays and 
angles, and identify them in two-dimensional figures. 

- Identify acute, right and obtuse angles 

- Use a protractor to measure an angle and to 
construct an angle of a given measurement. 

- Identify and measure angles in two dimensional 
figures. 

Unit 11: Multiplying Fractions by a Whole Number 

Important Concepts: 

-Making the connection of multiplying whole 

numbers to multiplying a whole number by a 

fraction. 

-Using number lines and area model strategies. 

-Applying strategies to solving real-world application 

problems with multiplying whole numbers and 

fractions. 

 

We will continue sending home the parent 
newsletters for each new unit. Parents please 

reference the newsletters when helping your child 
with his/her math homework. 

 

Language Arts/Writing: 

-Language Arts: Students will be focusing on 

reading and answering comprehension 

questions about realistic fiction texts. 

-Writing:  Students will begin working on: 

planning, organizing, and responding to writing 

prompts.  

-Please remind your child to read for 15 

minutes every night. After students have 

completed his/her reading, they need to fill out 

their reading logs. Parents please make sure to 

initial. 

-Students should keep taking AR quizzes. Please 

encourage your child to continue taking AR 

quizzes so they can climb the AR point ladder!  

Science & Social Studies: 

-Science: Students will begin learning about how 

electrical energy is transferred and how does 

heat transfer energy.  

-Social Studies: Students will begin learning 

about how Maryland changed over time due to 

growth and conflict.  

Important Information: 

-Make sure you check your child’s planner for 

their color of the day/ homework. Also check 

their take-home folders for any important 

papers every night. Please be sure that you are 

initialing your child’s reading and math 

homework before they return to school the 

following day.  

-Remember if your child does not have time to 

complete his or her FirstinMath homework, 

there is a math problem in his/her planners to 

complete for homework. 

-Parent/Teacher Conferences are on March 5th 

-Interims will be sent home on March 12th  

-The Quarter 3 Reading Assessment is on March 

21st 

 

 

 



     

             Mark Your Calendar                    At Home Practice 
 
 
 

 

        

        
       Peek At The Month      

 
 
 
 
 
 

Math Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                Important Notes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Math 

• Performing Operations with Decimals 

o +, -. x, ÷ 

• Two-dimensional geometry 

Science 

• Food Webs 

Social Studies 

• American Revolution (1754-1783) 

        

• March 5th – Parent teacher conferences 

• March 11th, 15th, 18th, & 22nd – MISA testing 

• March 12th – Interims  

• March 22nd – Reading Quarterly 

Assessment 

• March 26th – ½ day of school 

• Make sure your child is working on First in Math each night for at least 15 minutes. This provides 

excellent practice for basic math facts. 

• When discussing key math concepts, remember to ask why they solved the problem the way 

that they did. 

• Be sure to continue to check Google Classroom for updates under “Mrs. Kelly & Ms. Wilder’s 5th 

Grade Classes” using your child’s login. 

 

• Students need ample opportunities to 

explore decimals in the real world. Providing 

opportunities for students to work with 

money would be very valuable in students 

understanding of adding, subtracting, 

multiplying and dividing decimals. 

• Focus on place value instead of simply 

lining up decimal points to add or subtract. 

• Students need many opportunities to see 

shapes in the world around us. Providing 

experiences for students to see shapes and 

discuss properties of the shapes is essential. 

• To help students understand hierarchical 

relationships provide examples that 

students can relate to. For example, all 

dogs are mammals, but not all mammals 

are dogs. 

 

5th Grade News    



 
 
 



 



 


